
















Cooperative Connections • July 2010  15

Operation Round Up:
WW II Vets Travel to Washington DC

a Purple Heart.  Johnson remembers when the ship was hit 
by a kamikaze air craft.  He suffered burns over much of his 
body and experienced blindness.  He also recalled witnessing a 
burial at sea.  

Warren Herreid served from 1939 until 1945.  Part of 
his service was spent in the Aleutian Islands and some of it in 
France.  Herreid received the Bronze Star, fought in the Battle 
of the Buldge and liberated a concentration camp.  Herreid 
says he will never forget the terrible things he witnessed, but 
credits much of his success in life to the Army.  

Helmer L. Haakenson served from 1936 until 1945.  He 
began his service career with the National Guard, moved to 
the Army and then the Air Force.  He served for 2 ½ years in 
the Aleutian Islands.  He was then sent back to the United 
States to receive  training on radio, electronics and radar.  After 
his training, he was assigned to a troop carrier squadron, which 
would drop paratroopers.  He was traveling to Okinawa when 
the war ended.

LeRoy Luitjens served from 1944 until 1947.  Luitjens met 
his wife while serving in the Army.  He was part of the troops 
which occupied Austria.  Specifically, he guarded Prisoners 

of War.  Luitjen and his wife, who is a native of Austria, have 
been married for over 60 years.  He recalls the viciousness of 
Russian soldiers.

Bill Veenhof served in Normandy in the Third Armory in 
Europe; he also helped to liberate a concentration camp.

Earl Glaser began his military career just as the war 
was ending, from 1945 until 1946.  His role was to guard 
‘misplaced persons’ in Yugoslavia.  The men who he guarded 
had been used as slave labor during the war.  They had no 
identification or paperwork, yet the United States helped 
them rebuild their lives and re-develop their country.  Glaser 
remembers visiting towns in Germany that were completely 
demolished, with nothing but a few walls standing.

Jake Boomgarten served as an air cadet in the Air Corps 
from 1942 until 1945. Boomgarten was a radio operator at a 
gunnery school in south England, stationed near Cambridge 
England.

Buck Underwood is not a member of the Last Man’s 
Club, but served as a guardian on the Honor Flight.  He is a 
Vietnam Veteran, serving from 1964 until 1967.  

Pictured Above: Members of the Last Man’s Club and Honor Flight Attendees: (L to R):  John Gordon Johnson; Warren Herreid; Helmer Haakenson; LeRoy Lutjens; 
Buck Underwood (Guardian-not a member of the Last Man’s Club); Earl Glaser.
Pictured Left: World War II veterans from Rock and Pipestone Counties traveled to Washington D.C. to visit the memorial and to be honored for their service.

Know What’s Below 
Call before You Dig
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Regional Dateline

July 30-31 and August 1
Running Antelope Wacipi 
Little Eagle, SD, 605-823-2211                                        

 
August 5-8  

Oglala Nation Powwow  
and Rodeo, Pine Ridge, SD 
605-454-1348

August 6-8
Fort Randall Casino Powwow 
Lake Andes, SD 
1-800-362-6333

August 13-15
Kul-Wicasa Oyate Fair  
and Contest  Powwow 
Lower Brule, SD 
605-473-0561

 
August 13-15

Rock Creek Wacipi, 51st 
Annual Victory over Japan 
Celebration, Bullhead, SD 
605-823-2028

 

July 9-11
Dupree Community Contest 
Powwow, Dupree, SD 
605-964-6335

July 9-11
Twin Cities Wacipi 
Fort Pierre, SD, 605-280-3143 

 
July 9-11

Hot Harley Nights 
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-334-2721

 
July 10-11 

Summer Arts Festival 
Brookings, SD, 605-692-2787

 
July 13-18

Black Hills Corvette Classic 
Sioux Falls to Spearfish, SD 
blackhillscorvetteclassic.com

 
July 16-18

Festival in the Park 
Spearfish, SD 
605-642-7973 ext. 6

June 25-27
All Chiefs Powwow 
Cherry Creek, SD 
605-538-4451

June 25-27
Indian Day Powwow 
Pickstown, SD, 605-487-7871 

 
July 1-3

Bear Soldier Powwow 
McLaughlin, SD 
605-823-4519

July 2-4
Black Hills Round-Up 
Belle Fourche, SD 
605-892-2676

 
July 2-4

4th of July Traditional  
Powwow, Greenwood, SD 
605-384-3641 

July 2-4
Sitting Bull Stampede 
Mobridge, SD, 605-845-2387

 
July 3-4

Capitol Legends Rodeo 
Fort Pierre, SD, 605-223-2178

 
July 4

Iron Lightning Contest  
Powwow, Iron Lightning, SD 
605-365-5306

July 4
Annual Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Wacipi, Agency Village, SD 
605-698-4972

 
July 9-11, July 16-18
July 23-25

Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant 
DeSmet, SD, 1-800-880-3383

July 16-18
48th Annual Flandreau  
Santee Traditional Powwow 
Flandreau, SD, 605-997-3891

July 17
Sixth Annual Heritage  
Music Fest, Elk Point Jefferson 
School Gym, Elk Point, SD 
605-356-2069

July 23-25
Milk’s Camp Traditional  
Powwow, St. Charles, SD 
605-654-9042   
www.state.sd.us/oia/powwow.
asp#Powwow

 
July 29-31 

Days of 76 Rodeo 
Deadwood, SD 
1-800-999-1876

July 29
NRN/BHCAIH Traditional 
Wacipi, Rapid City, SD 
605-348-6100 

Events of Special Note

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event. 
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

July 2-4
Rosebud Casino  
Annual Powwow 
Rosebud Casino 
1-800-786-7673

 
 July 9-12

Ihanktowan Oyate Tawa  
Powwow, Marty, SD 
605-491-7026


